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TaBLE 1. Number and Cost of Claims Under the Swedish Patient Compensation Insurance

Total claims
Resolved

Number compensated
(% of resolved)
Denied compensation
(% of resolved)
Unresolved

(% of total)

Total cost of payout* (SEK)
Cost per paid claim (SEK)

Jan. 1975-July 1986

Jan. 1975-Dec. 1991

Change 1986-1991

44,647 62,890
40,306 58,972
22,252 25,606
(55.2) (43.4)
18,054 33,366
(44.8) (56.6)
4,341 3,918
9.7 6.2)
(M%)
478m 858m
21,226 *7F) 33,508

18,243
18,666
3,354
(18.0)
1,531
(82.0)
—423

380m ( 138AAF)
113,298 (1907F;

~

Sources: Oldertz, Security Insurance, Patient Insurance and Pharmaceutical Insurance in Sweden, 34
AM. J. Comp. LAW 635, 655-56 (1986); C. Espersson, The Swedish Patient Insurance: A Descriptive
Report 23-24 (Feb. 1992) (Skandia Insurance Co., Stockholm).

*Total cost and total cost per paid claim are summations of current SEK. Without conversion to constant
SEK, they understate the current value of total payout since 1974. The exchange rate in 1992 was

roughly SEK 7 = $1.

AZAk 7

(Danzon. PM, J Legal Med.1994)

Table. Number and Cost of Compensable Events Under Alternative Compensation Models, Utah'and Colorado, 1992

1

Compensable Injuries, No. Cost, $ (in millions) Compensation Package
Types of Events

Uiah

All adverse events 5614 227

Swedish compensable events 2940 : 91 No disabiity thresholds

Negligent events 1759 57 Full wags replacement
Colorado Lost household production

Al adverse events 11578 418 ;‘;i“gn%a; ® ggf_‘;s

Swedish compensable evenls 5919 © 129 ‘ 9

Negligent events 3032 84

Utah
No-fault model based on Swedish

Alternmative Model Comparison

1465 55 4-Week disabiiity threshold
compensable events 66% Wage replacement
No household production
Health care costs
Pain and suffering up to $100000
Medical malpractice system -126° 55-60t ( 60fEF] ) Actual tort award
Colorado
No-fault mode! based on Swedish 973 82 8-Week disability threshoid
compensable events Full wage replacement
No household production
Health care costs
Pain and sutiering
Medical maipractice system -268° 100-1101 Actual tod award

»We calculated the number of medical malpractice plaintilts compensaled annuatly by dividing the estimated number of claims statewide (361 in Utah and 476 in Colorado for
d the paid claim proportion (35%) using data gathered by the legisiative auditor [Legistative Auditor General,

igalron Panels. January 1994. Report No. 93-07 ) In Colorado, we used the proportion of injury year 1992

injuries in 1992) by the number of paid claims. in Utah, we estimate
State of Utah. A Performance Audit of the Medical Malpractice Prei

claims paid at the state's largest insurer (56%).
1Malpractice system costs were calculated by aggregs

ting estimates of lolal prermium dollars paid by physicians and hospitals to insurers in each state.

JAMA, July 11, 2001—Vol 286, No. 2 221
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